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CONTEST GUIDE 
 

 
The Texas State Historical Association 

Proudly Presents the 

46TH ANNUAL 

TEXAS HISTORY DAY 
An Affiliate of National History Day 

April 11, 2026 
 

CO-HOSTED BY 

THE BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM 

& 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Texas History Day 2025 is grateful to 
H.E.B. for their generous support 
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 THE TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 

ON BEHALF OF THE TEXAS HISTORY DAY PROGRAM,  

wishes to express its appreciation to its institutional partners.  
     

THE BULLOCK TEXAS STATE HISTORY MUSEUM 
AND 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN  
For co-hosting this year’s Texas History Day 

                        

AND 
to our contributors 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
H.E.B.       

SID RICHARDSON FOUNDATION 
HUMANITIES TEXAS 

ELKINS FOUNDATION 
SUMMERFIELD G. ROBERTS FOUNATION 

BETTY STIEREN KELSO FOUNDATION           

for their generous support of Texas History Day 

 
AND 

to our special award contributors for their dedicated support 

TEXAS COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES 
NATIONAL MARITIME HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE PACIFIC WAR & ADMIRAL NIMITZ FOUNDATION 
THE TEXAS 250TH COMMISSION 

TROUTMAN PEPPER LOCKE LLP, AUSTIN 
TEXAS JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

TEXAS VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
NICHOLE AND MICHAEL RITCHIE 

MARTHA HARTZOG, CAITLIN BAUMGARTEN, ANTHONY MOLTZ 
MRS. WILLIE LEE GAY  

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA IN TEXAS 
THE TEXAS COMMANDERY OF THE NAVAL ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES 

THE TEXAS HISTORICAL RECORDS ADVISORY BOARD 
THE LATE J. CLIFTON CALDWELL 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MOUNT VERNON 
MR. RICHARD L. WALKER 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2026 

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM CHECK-IN AND EXHIBIT SET-UP (BULLOCK MUSEUM)                                                 

Museum Lobby and 3rd Floor Austin Room 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026 

 7:30  – 8:45 AM  LATE CHECK-IN AND EXHIBIT SET-UP (BULLOCK MUSEUM) 

9:00 AM PRELIMINARY ROUND JUDGING BEGINS                                                                                            

See Specific Room Assignment on your packet and Map on page 7 

1:00 PM* FINALS ROUND POSTING – PERFORMANCES AND DOCUMENTARIES**                            

Finals will be posted online at texashistoryday.com and outside of finals rooms  

1:30 PM* FINALS ROUND BEGINS – PERFORMANCES AND DOCUMENTARIES                              

2:30 – 3:30 PM* PUBLIC VIEWING OF STUDENT EXHIBITS – AUSTIN ROOM (BULLOCK MUSEUM)       

3:30 – 4:00 PM DISMANTLING OF EXHIBITS AND PROP REMOVAL                                                        

Exhibits and Props must be removed by 4:30 PM 

3:30 – 4:30 PM TEXAS TRIVIA GAME – GREGORY GYM   Fun Activity for Everyone! …and Prizes! 

5:00 PM* AWARDS CEREMONY – GREGORY GYM 

POST-AWARDS CEREMONY – NATIONAL HISTORY DAY ADVANCING MEETING                                     

Students, Teachers and Parents Need to Attend 

*Time subject to change 

**Only Performance and Documentary Finals will be announced.  

All other finalists will be announced after the contest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

PRELIMINARY ROUND JUDGING BUILDINGS 
 
EXHIBITS AND POSTERS – Austin Room (Bullock Museum) 
PAPERS – BEN (Benedict Hall) 
WEBSITES – MEZ (Mezes Hall) 
Junior Division DOCUMENTARIES – CBA (College of Business 
Administration) 
Senior Division DOCUMENTARIES – WAG (Waggener Hall) and 
GSB (Graduate School of Business) 
Junior Division PERFORMANCES – JES (Jester Center) 
Senior Division PERFORMANCES – WEL (Welch Hall) 
Performance Prop Storage Available in:                                           
JES (Jester A216A) and in WEL (Hallway near rooms or 3.502)                             
Props must be removed by 4:30 PM 
 

   

FINALS LOCATIONS 
 
Junior Individual Performances JES A218A 
Senior Individual Performances WEL 1.316 
Junior Group Performances JES A121A 
Senior Group Performances WEL 1.308 
Junior Individual Documentaries CBA 4.348 
Junior Group Documentaries CBA 4.328 
Senior Individual Documentaries GSB 2.126 
Senior Group Documentaries GSB 2.124  
 
 

 

Finals will be posted at 

approximately 1:00 PM on 

texashistorday.com 
Documentaries:  

Hold onto your flash drive! 
 

file:///C:/Users/Danny%20Corbett/Desktop/texashistoryday.com
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TEXAS HISTORY DAY – CONTEST DAY GUIDELINES 
 
 

FOR ALL CATEGORIES 
• Students should arrive at their designated room approximately 30 minutes prior to their interview or 

presentation. 

• Please be prepared for schedule changes.  If there are last minute cancellations, students may be 
asked to interview or present their entry at an earlier time. 

• Students will not be interviewed in the Final Round of judging.  Only Performance and Documentary 
students will be called back for the Final Round. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAPER AND WEBSITE CATEGORIES 
• Paper students should bring one copy of their written materials (Title Page, Process Paper, Paper and 

Annotated Bibliography) as a reference during the interview process. 

• Website students should bring one copy of their written materials (Process Paper and Annotated 
Bibliography) as a reference during the interview process. 

 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT AND POSTER CATEGORIES 
• Upon entering the exhibit hall (Austin Room), if you have difficulty finding your assigned space, ask 

one of the exhibit hall monitors for assistance. 

• When setting up your exhibit or poster, make sure to leave three copies of your written materials 
(Title page, Process Paper and Annotated Bibliography) in front of your exhibit or poster.  If you 
have made any changes since the materials were uploaded, highlight those changes for the judges 
in the copies on the table. 

• During judging, students must wait in the 2nd floor lobby near the Bob Bullock statue.  You will be 
called into the exhibit hall at your judging time.  FOOD IS NOT ALLOWED IN THE BULLOCK 
MUSEUM. 

• Although the museum will be locked on Friday night, extra security will not be provided.  Students 
should not leave any valuable or irreplaceable items on their exhibits overnight. The Texas State 
Historical Association and the Bullock Texas State History Museum cannot be held responsible for 
any theft, loss, or damage to exhibits. 

• The exhibit hall will be closed to everyone except judges, staff, and students during judging. 

• Students do not stand by their exhibits/posters or appear before judges during the Final Round of 
judging. 

• Exhibits and Posters may be taken down following the Public Viewing on Saturday.  All exhibits 
and posters must be removed from the exhibit hall by 4:30 PM.  You must remove your exhibit 
and poster before the Awards Ceremony. 
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DOCUMENTARY CATEGORY   Documentary Finals – Please retain your flash drive! 
• Documentary students should bring three copies of their written materials (Title page, Process Paper, 

and Annotated Bibliography) for the judges.  Any changes made after the file was uploaded during the 
registration process need to be highlighted for the judges. 

• If students have made changes to the documentary since uploading it during registration, students 
need to bring their documentary on a flash drive/ thumb drive.  We recommend testing the file from 
the flash drive on different computers. 

• This year documentary students will be called back to present for Final Round judges.  The call for finals 
will be posted on texashistorday.com at approximately 1:00 PM.  The finals list will also be posted 
outside the final’s rooms in CBA and GSB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERFORMANCE CATEGORY 
• Storage rooms for props are available in both Jester Center (JES A216A) and Welch Hall (Hallway or 

WEL 3.502) 

• Students should present three copies of their written materials (Title Page, Process Paper, and 
Annotated Bibliography) to the judges upon entering the judging room. 

• Performances may be video recorded or photographed ONLY with the permission of the students 
performing.  A Texas History Day staff videographer/photographer may be photographing entries. 

• Students, teachers, and other audience members may enter or leave the room only between 
performances. 

• The call for finals will be posted on texashistorday.com at approximately 1:00 PM.  The finals list will 
also be posted outside the final’s rooms in JES and WEL. 

• All props should be removed following the Finals Round of judging. 
 

NHD® National Contest Disclaimer  
National History Day® and it’s affiliate program, Texas History Day, do 

not censor student contest entries based on content. This means that the 

views and opinions expressed in student entries are those of the students 

and/or the sources cited in their projects. They may not and often do not 

represent the views or opinions of National History Day, Inc., Texas 

History Day, the Texas State Historical Association, or its donors, 

sponsors, supporters, partners, or affiliates. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Danny%20Corbett/Desktop/Files%20from%20Desktop%20August%202023/THD%202024/texashistoryday.com
file:///C:/Users/Danny%20Corbett/Desktop/Files%20from%20Desktop%20August%202023/THD%202024/texashistoryday.com
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PARKING OPTIONS FOR TEXAS HISTORY DAY 

            

              CARS AND VANS (less than 6 feet 8 inches in height) 

Friday, April 10, 2026 

• BULLOCK PARKING GARAGE – Free parking from 2:00 – 5:00 PM                                                                                                     

The Bullock Texas State History Museum’s Parking Garage is available for FREE PARKING from 2:00 – 5:00 PM only for    

Check-in and Exhibit Set-Up.  Inform the parking attendant that you are there for Texas History Day. 

 

• UT PARKING GARAGES – Paid Parking                                                                                                                                              

Garages on the University of Texas campus are available on an hourly paid basis.  The closest garage to the Bullock Museum 

is the Brazos Garage located at the corner of MLK and Brazos Streets.  See the map for other garage locations. 

 

Saturday, April 11, 2026 

• GARAGE E – Free Parking on Saturday                                                                                                                                                    

This Texas State Parking Garage has been reserved for Saturday, April 5, 2025.  Parking in this lot is free on Saturday.            

 It is not available on Friday. 

 

• BULLOCK PARKING GARAGE – Paid Parking on Saturday                                                                                                                     

The Bullock Texas State History Museum’s Parking Garage is available for Texas History Day.                                                

Parking is $15 per vehicle on Saturday, no re-entry. 

 

• UT PARKING GARAGES – Paid Parking                                                                                                                                              

Garages on the University of Texas campus are available on an hourly paid basis.  The closest garage to the Bullock Museum 

is the Brazos Garage located at the corner of MLK and Brazos Streets.  See the map for other garage locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSES AND LARGE VEHICLES (over 7 feet tall) 
***PLEASE NOTE:  There is not any parking available near the contest site for parking buses and other large vehicles. 
For that reason, the bus driver CANNOT be a teacher or chaperone responsible for participating students.*** 
 
BUS UNLOADING       There are two unloading zones (see the map provided by the Bullock Museum for routes) 

• Colorado Street Bus Zone – Behind the Bullock Museum on Colorado Street at 17th St. 

• 18th Street Bus Zone – Located on 18th and Brazos Streets 

Once the students and their projects are unloaded, the bus must leave the loading zone. 
 
Some off-site parking options for buses include:  

• returning to the hotel (if group is staying overnight),  

• the Capitol Complex parking on Trinity Street between 13th and 14th Streets (this space is limited) 

• Hancock Center located on Red River at 41st Street. 
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FINDING LUNCH 
AT TEXAS HISTORY DAY 

Nearby restaurants expected to be open on Texas History Day 
Please Note:  FOOD IS NOT ALLOWED INSIDE THE     

BULLOCK MUSEUM (except in the Star Cafe) 

 
ON CAMPUS 

• In Jester Center (JES)                                         
Wendy’s and J2 Dining Hall 

• In Student Activity Center (WCP)                       
Chick-Fil-A and Longhorn Coffee 

OFF CAMPUS Fast Food– Several restaurants are three 

blocks west of the Bullock Museum along MLK Blvd. 

• Raising Cane’s, Chick-Fil-A, and  

Terry’s Burger Stand 

IN THE BULLOCK MUSEUM 
• Star Café 

NEARBY RESTAURANTS (sit down) 

• Gabriel’s Café  in the AT&T hotel/Conference Center 

• Scholz Garten on San Jacinto Blvd (Historic) 

 

 

 
 
 

 Bullock Museum Exhibitions  
The Bullock Texas State History Museum is offering 

complimentary exhibition admission for Texas History 
Day attendees on Friday, April 10 from 2-5pm  

and all day on Saturday, April 11. 
   

 
 

 

Wristbands will be provided 

during the check-in process. 

 

Students visiting the museum 

exhibits must be chaperoned. 
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Texas History Day Buildings Map 
 

This map shows the central part of the UT campus and the walking route to the buildings used for THD. 

 

 
 

 

 

Buildings Used for 

Texas History Day 

 

Bullock Texas State 

History Museum 

• Check-in 

• Exhibit Category 

• Poster Category 

 

CBA (Business Admin) 

GSB (Grad School), 

and WAG (Waggener) 

• Documentary 

Category 

 

JES (Jester) 

and WEL (Welch) 

• Performance 

Category 

 

BEN (Benedict) 

• Paper Category 

 

MEZ (Mezes) 

• Website 

Category 

 

GRE (Gregory) 

• Awards 

Ceremony 
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